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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
THE LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL, LEMON GROVE HOUSING AUTHORITY, LEMON 

GROVE SANITATION DISTRICT BOARD, LEMON GROVE ROADWAY LIGHTING DISTRICT 
BOARD, AND LEMON GROVE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

September 2, 2014 
 
 

 
Call to Order 
 
Members present: Mary Sessom, Howard Cook, George Gastil, Jerry Jones, and Racquel Vasquez. 
Members absent: None. 
 
City Staff present: Graham Mitchell, City Manager; Lt. Brock, Sheriff’s Department; Carol Dick, 
Development Services Director; Leon Firsht, City Engineer; Susan Garcia, City Clerk; James P. 
Lough, City Attorney; Mike James, Public Works Director; Rick Sitta, Fire Chief: and Cathleen Till, 
Finance Director. 
 
Public Comment 
 
John L. Wood commented on a recent Sheriff Department special enforcement activity and on 
the Trolley Depot’s lack of mid-platform access.  
 
Council Remarks and Announcements 
 
Councilmember Gastil reported on a recent MTS meeting. 
 
Councilmember Vasquez attended the San Diego Alcohol Policy Panel meeting, the Four 
Square Church’s backpack giveaway, an ECEDC meeting, the Home Buyers Workshop, Thrive 
Lemon Grove, Movies in the Park, the gun buy back program and conducted “Coffee with a 
Councilmember.” 
 
Mayor Sessom attended the City- School Collaboration and Circulate San Diego meetings. She 
reported on a recent SANDAG meeting where the RTP was discussed.    
 
 1. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of City Council Minutes 
August 5, 2014 Regular Meeting 

B. Ratification of Payment Demands 
C. Waive Full Text Reading of All Ordinances and Resolutions on the Agenda 
D. Agreement for Business License Data Analysis Service 
E. Stormwater Professional Services Agreements with D-MAX Engineering, Inc. 
F. Fiscal Year 2013-2014 and Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Amendment   

 
Action: Motion by Councilmember Cook, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Jones, to approve 
the Consent Calendar passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Cook, Gastil, Jones, Vasquez 
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Resolution No. 2014-3278: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California Designating Municipal Auditing Services, LLC as an Authorized City Representative 
to Examine Sales and Use Records 

Resolution No. 2014-3279: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California Council Approving four Agreements for Professional Services with D-Max 
Engineering, Inc. for Stormwater Services  

Resolution No. 2014-3280: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California Approving the City of Lemon Grove Amended Budgets for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 and 
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 and Authorizing Expenditures Thereto 

2. Public Safety Focus Group Appointments 

Graham Mitchell explained that one of the 2014 priorities established by the City Council was 
the creation of a Public Safety Focus Group.  

Staff announced the opportunity to participate in the Focus Group through press releases, 
announcement on the City’s website, postings on Facebook, and through flyers.  By August 12, 
2014, the deadline to submit an application, the City had received twelve applications from 
residents and one application from a non-resident who provides services in Lemon Grove. 

The one applicant who is not a Lemon Grove resident is an employee of Community Health 
Improvement Partners (CHIP), has experience with group homes, and currently works with a 
program that supports independent living opportunities for adults with disabling conditions. 

Once the Focus Group is formed, staff will schedule meetings for late-September and mid-
October. This timeline provides sufficient time to conduct the Focus Group meetings and 
prepare for a City Council presentation on November 18. 
 
Public Speaker(s) 
There were no requests from the public to speak. 
 
Action: Motion by Mayor Sessom, seconded by Councilmember Gastil, to appoint the  
applicants to serve on the Public Safety Focus Group passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Cook, Gastil, Jones, Vasquez 
 
3. Letter of Intent from CityMark Communities, LLC 

Graham Mitchell reported that the purpose of this agenda item is to present a Letter of Intent 
from CityMark Communities, LLC to negotiate a final Real Estate Purchase and Sale Agreement 
for City Council consideration.  

In 2010, the City purchased six parcels between 3466 and 3524 Main Street in order to 
commence construction of the Main Street Promenade and cul-de-sac between Citronica I and 
Citronica II. After completing both projects, the City owns approximately 25,622 square feet of 
residual land. Approximately 5,100 square feet of that residual land is dedicated as 
undeveloped right-of-way for a potential road project (extension of Lemon Avenue to the cul-de-
sac). The intent for holding the residual land was to wait for a development opportunity. 

CityMark intends to build market rate apartment units. The preliminary design of the project 
complies with the zoning and density regulations in the Downtown Village Specific Plan. 
CityMark is currently preparing an application for a Planned Development Permit, which will 
eventually be considered by the Planning Commission.   
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The purchase price in the Letter of Intent is identified as $537,022. This price equals $20.97 per 
square foot. The soonest the Real Estate Purchase and Sale Agreement would be executed 
would be five days following the issuance of approved building plans. Prior to issuing building 
plans, the Planning Commission must consider and approve a Planned Development Permit for 
the entire CityMark projects.  It is anticipated that this agenda item will be scheduled for the 
Planning Commission in Fall 2014. The Letter of Intent also provides a provision that indicates 
that the sale will close no later than September 2, 2015.  

The City commits to abandoning right-of-way no longer needed for the future extension of 
Lemon Avenue from Olive Street to the Main Street Promenade cul-de-sac. The City also 
agrees to complete any remaining environmental work needed on the City-owned parcels. As 
part of the Main Street Promenade project, the City obtained a San Diego County Department of 
Environmental Health soils management plan. The City is required to complete mitigation 
measures already started as part of the Main Street Promenade project, including the 
installation of a temporary monitoring well and soil mitigation. 
 
Public Speaker(s) 
There were no requests from the public to speak. 
 
Action: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Jones, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to adopt 
the resolution passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Cook, Gastil, Jones, Vasquez  

Resolution No. 2014-3281: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California Accepting a Letter of Intent from Citymark Communities, LLC to Negotiate a Final 
Real Estate Purchase and Sale Agreement 

4. City Facilities Deferred Maintenance Priorities 

Mike James explained that during the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 (FY 2014-15) budget discussions, 
the topic of deferred maintenance of City facilities was addressed. During the discussion, it was 
recommended that staff return to the City Council after all FY 2013-14 revenue was recorded to 
further discuss the priorities of repairs to City facilities.   

After most income and invoices have been recorded for FY 2013-14, the actual General Fund 
surplus is $525,000, $317,000 more than anticipated. This revised surplus figure results in a 
total General Fund Reserve of $3.32 million or 29.8 percent of expenditures in FY 2014-15.  

During the budget discussions earlier this year, staff identified five critical or nearing critical City 
facility deficiencies. During the discussions, the City Council asked that staff provide additional 
information on the potential repair sites. Staff conducted further investigation of the deficiencies 
and prepared the following analysis: 

Facility  Estimated Repair/ Replacement Cost 

Senior Center Roof – Front Bldg    $45,000 

Senior Center HVAC (2) – Front Bldg    $15,000 

Senior Center Roof – Rear Bldg    $55,000 

City Hall/Sheriff Roof    $95,000 

City Hall Carpet (1st Floor)    $50,000 

Of the critical repairs required, the roof on the front building of the Senior Center has the 
greatest need. Spanning over 5,000 square feet, the roof has numerous locations with blisters, 
ridges, splits, exposed felt, signs of ponding, and perimeter flashing deterioration.  
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Staff recommends immediately funding the Senior Center roof projects with the additional 
revenue obtained by the City through the Red Cross WIC tenant ($45,000) and the remainder 
with additional General Fund surplus from the FY 2013-14 budget ($65,000).   

After discussion, the City Council gave direction to proceed with the repair projects outlined in 
the report.  

Public Speaker(s) 
There were no requests from the public to speak. 
 
Councilmember Vasquez requested that information related to an agenda action item be 
provided in further advance of the meeting. 
 
Closed Session 

 
Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation (Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of 
Section 54956.9) 
Jack Moore v City of Lemon Grove; Lemon Grove Sanitation District Case No. 37-2013-
00045077-CU-WM-CTL 

 
Closed Session Report: No reportable action was taken. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Council, Housing Authority, Sanitation 
District Board, Lemon Grove Roadway Lighting District Board, and the Lemon Grove Successor 
Agency the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 
 

      Susan Garcia   
      Susan Garcia, City Clerk 


